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Marina Recreation Association Defends Boating as Critical to Economic Recovery

“Boating is an essential part of the California economy and our sister states on the West Coast,” said Randy Short.  Short is an executive with Almar Marinas and past president of the Marina Recreation Association (MRA).  “There are about a million registered boats and many unregistered small craft just in California,” he said.   
Short believes that many in the public have a misconception that boating is for the wealthy.  “Millions of people at every economic level enjoy boating,” said Short.  “The boating and marina industry creates jobs, generates significant state and local tax revenues, and enhances the healthy outdoor lifestyle everyone associates with our region.  I’m sure there are more than a few taxpaying citizens who love boating who might decide to leave California if boating were curtailed or allowed to decline.  Yet every time there is a fiscal crisis, boating programs are under attack.  We see this as terribly short sighted.”  
R. J. Lorenzi agrees.  Lorenzi is a long-time board member of the MRA and one of its strongest advocates.  His company, Western Marine Insurance, is among the many businesses supported by recreational boating.  He credits the health of the industry to the superb caliber of boating infrastructure in the region.  
“We’re doing all we can at the MRA to educate the public, lobby the legislature and maintain boating for the people of California and our neighboring states,” said Lorenzi. “Tens of thousands of people depend on the boating industry for their livelihood, and millions have made it their favorite family activity.”
Bill Krauss, the MRA’s lobbyist in Sacramento, has seen it all before.  “The people of California were fortunate and farsighted years ago to have created the Department of Boating and Waterways (DBW),” said Krauss.  “The DBW has done a phenomenal job helping to improve our boating infrastructure and protect our marine environment.  It has made California the second largest state, behind Florida, in boat ownership.”
Krauss points out that the DBW injects tens of millions of dollars each year into improvements in the state’s extensive waterways and boating facilities.  “The DBW generates its own revenue from boating activities and marine gas sales,” said Krauss.  “It takes no money from the General Fund.  Yet, the legislature has tried to eliminate or merge it out of existence seven times in the last fifteen years.  The MRA has been able to stop it every time.”   Krauss is proud of the MRA’s advocacy role in California politics, a job he spearheads as their voice in Sacramento.  “Our effectiveness would not have been possible without the unity and strength of the marina and marine industry working through the MRA.”

Lorenzi sees challenges and opportunities ahead.  “It isn’t over yet.  This is the worst economic climate I’ve seen since the early 1980’s.  Just as before, we will come out of it and see a new resurgence.  The question is will we lose much of what we’ve worked so hard for over the last fifty years as an industry?”  
Lorenzi added, “Now, more than ever, we need to stand shoulder to shoulder, and the MRA is the place to do it.  If there was ever a time for marina operators and marine businesses to join together, this is the time.”   
Krauss echoes those sentiments.  “More than four million people in California spend about $3 billion on boats, accessories, and boating trips,” he said.  “It’s a vital industry that makes California a place where families can share the natural beauty of our state through the pastime of boating.”
